instant it was cracking and smashing the
branches in the forest beyond.

“They will not do that again,” he thought;
“she next time they will use a charge of grape.’?
1 must keep my eye upon the gan; the smoke wiil
apprise me—the report arrives too late; it lags
behind the missile. That is a good gun.”

Suddenly he felt himself whirled round and
round—spinning like a top. The water, the
banks, the forests, the now distant bridge, fort
and mer—all were commingled and blurred.
Objects were represented by their colors only;

i, circular horizontal streaks of color—that was all

" he saw. He had been caught in.a vortex and was
being whirled on with a velocity of advance and - '
‘gyration that made him giddy andsu:kln a few
moments he was flung upon the gravel at the - #
foot of the left bank of the stream-—the southern -
bank—and behind a projecting point which
:concealed him from his enemies. The sudden. -
arrest -of his motion, the abrasion of one of his
_-hands on the gravel, restored him, and he wept.
with delight. He dug his fingers into the sand, .
‘hrew it over himself in handfuls and audibly
blessed it. It looked like diamonds, rubies,
emeralds; he could think of nothing beautiful
which it did not resemble. The trees upon the.
bank were giant garden plants; he noteda .
definite order in their arrangement, inhaled the
fragrance of their blooms. A strange, roseate
light shone through the spaces among their G
‘trunks and the wind made in their branches "
" the music of zolian harps.'* He had no’ wish
" to perfect his escape—was content to refnain
in that_f:ncha'ri:t_i:hg spot until retaken.
A ‘whiz and rattle of grapeshot among the
branches high above his head roused him from ¥
his dream: The baffled canrioneer had fired him <&
a random farewell. He sprang to his feet, rushed .

up the sloping bank, and p_}uﬁgé_'d into the forest.”

All that day he traveled, laying his course by
the rounding sun. The forest scemed o

ir;te_rminé;bié; nowhere did he discover a break -

‘nolonger feel the ro \dway beneat

: hi

in it, not even a woodman’s road, He had not
lenown that he lived in so wild a region. There -
was something uncanny in the revelation.

By night fall he was fatigued, tootsore, fam
ishing. The thought of his wife and children
urged him on. At last he found a road which [g
him in what he knew to be the right direction
was as wide and straight as a city street, yeti

dwelling anywhere. Not so much as the barkin
of a dog suggested human habitation, The bl
bodies of the trees formed a straight wall o

which had a secre
malign!? signif
wood on eithe
- full of singular
~among which
- twice, and again
distinctly heard whispers'in anunknow,
His neck was in pain and lifting hi

for the changes in .

Farquhar’s surroundings?

T Doubtless, despite his suffering, he

as cep while wal_ijig,'-'fé'r now he s¢
scenc—perhaps he has merely recove

. ‘grape: short for grapeshot, a cluster ©
balls fired in one shot from a cannon
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. -music of zolian (g-0'1é-en) harps: hé;
music: ' T

: ﬁtaii_gu (ma-iin"): evil; harmtful




upon the back of the neck; a blinding white light
“blazes all about him with a. sound like the shock
of a C&nnonmtheﬂ all is darkness and silence!
Peyton’ Farquhar was dead; his body, with a
bzoken neck, swung
gently from side to side
What kills Farquhar?  beneath the timbers of
t the bottom of the steps she stands wait- the Owl Creek bridge.
th a smile of ineffable joy, an attitude of
tchiess grace and dignity. Ah, how beautiful :
1s! He springs forward with extended arms. As 16. delirfum (dT-1ir’e-am): a temporary state of extrene
155 about 1o clasp her he feels a stunning blow menzal confusion, marked by hallucinations.

WORDS
TO ineffable (Tn-8f5-5el) adj. unable to be expressed in words
KRNOW




