. issued an ordes, which is posted every- o
‘where, declaiing thatany civilian caught - -~

was only too happy 1o serve him with
her own white hands, While she was
fetching the water her husband
approached the dusty horseman and
inquired eagerly for news from the
front.

“The Yanks are repairing the rail-
roads,” said the man, “and are getting
ready for another advance. Thev have
reached the Owl Creek bridge, put it
in order and built a stockade on the
north bank. The commandant has

interfering with the railroad, its bridges,
funnels or trains“will be gm__mﬂgﬁr ‘hanged. .
1 saw the ordet.” R )
“How far is it to the Owl Creel bridge?”
Farquhar asked. ' S

« About thirty miles.” R :

«“T¢ there no force on this side the creeke”

“Only a picket post® half a mile out, on the.
railroad, and a single sentinel at this end of the
bridge.”

“Suppose a man—a civilian and student of
hanging—should elude the picket post and
perhaps get the better of the sentinel,” said
Farquhar, smiling, “what could he accomplish?”

The soldier reflected. “I was there a month
ago,” he replied. “1 observed that the flood of last
winrer had lodged a great quantity of driftwood
against the wooden pier at this end of the bridge.
It is now dry and would burn like tow.”¢

The lady had now brought the water, which

the soldier drank. He thanked her ceremoniously,

bowed to her husband and rode away. An hour
' later, after nightfall, he
repassed the plantation,
going northward in the
direction from which he
had come. He was a
Federal scout:

How did Farguhar come
tc be captured hy the
Union Ammy?
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- was as one already dead. From, this state he

As Peyton Farquhar Tell straight down
through the bridge he lost consciousness an

_ _{;_ifakeae_dwééf—ages later, it seemied to him
by the pain-of 2’ sharp pressure upon his
followed by a sense of suffocation. Keen
poignant” agonies seemed to shoot from his
neck downward through every fiber of his :
and limbs. These pains appeared to tash aloy
well-defined lines of ramification’ and 0 b
with an inconceivably rapid periodicity. Th
secmed like streams of pulsating fire heatin
him to an intolerable temperature: As 1o hi
head, he was conscious of nothing but a fe
of fullness—of congestion. These sensation
were unaccompanied by thought. The
intellectual part of his nature was alrear
effaced; he had power only to feel, a

5. picket post: the camp of soldiers who are as
guard against a surprise arrack.

6. tow: coarse, dry fiber.

7. poignant (poin'yamt): physically painfal i

3. flash . . . ramification: spread our rapidly alo
from a central point. : :

‘way that is quick and bypasses usual procedure_'s'_




« He was conscious of motion.
din a luminous cloud, of which
merely the fiery heart, without

hstance, he swung through

eﬁrcs of oscillation, like a vast

en all at once, with terrible
e light about him shot upward

of a loud plash; a frightful
his ears, and all was cold and
f thought was restored he

ght; bu how distant, how
was st111 smkmg, for the light

%}egan _to grow and brighten,
and he knew that he
was rising toward the
sirfaces—knew it with

taacf_,_for he was

now very.comfortable.
“To'be hanged and -

. drowned,” he thought,
not 80 bad but I do ot wish to be
will not be shot; that is not fair.”

was not cotiscidus of an ef_foft'_but a sharp
wrist appnse him that he was trying
7 e st uggle his atten-

uﬂer might observe the feat of a
er, Wlthout interest in the outcome. What
id effort!—what magnificent, what super-
an strength! Ah, that was a fine endeavor!
0! The cord fell away; his arms parted and
ed upward, the hands dimly scen on each

l§§ in the growing light. He watched them with

Bew interest as Arst one and then the other

Oinced upon the noose at his neck. They tore it

WORDS

away and thrust it fiercely aside, its undulations
resembling those of a water-snake. “Put it back,
put it back!” He thought he shouted these words
to his hands, for the undoing of the noose had
been succeeded by the direst pang that he had
yet experienced. His neck ached horribly; his
brain was on fire; his heart, which had been -
fluttering faintly, gave a great leap, trying to

"~ force itself out at his mouth. His whole body

was racked and wrenched with an insupportable
anguish!? But his disobedient hands gave no heed
to the command. They beat the water vigorously
with quick; downward strokes, forcing him to
the surface. He. felt his head emerge; his eyes
were blinded by the sanl_;ght, his. chest expanded
convulsively, and with a supreme aid crowning
agony his lungs engulfed a great draught of aig,
which instantly he expelled in a shriek!

He was now in full possession of his physical
senses. They were, indeed, preternaturally keen
and alert. Something in the awful disturbance of
his organic system had so exalted and refined
them that they made record of things never
before perceived. He felt the ripples upon his
face and heard their separate sounds as they
struck. He looked at the forest on the bank of
the stream, saw the individual trees, the leaves
and the veining of each leaf—saw the very
insects upon them: the locusts, the brilliant-
bodied flics, the-gray: spldefs stretching thmr :
Webs fr m twig to twig. He noted the prismidtic
colors in all the, dewdrops upon a million blades”
of grass. The humming of the gnats that danced
above the eddies of the stream, the beating of the
dragon-flies’ wings, the strokes of the water-
spiders’ legs, like oars which had lifted their
boat—all these made audible music. A fish slid
along beneath his eyes and he heard the rush of
its body parting the water.

9. tacked . . . anguish: stretched and swisted with
unendurable physical pain.

Vudicrous (155 d1-kres) adj. laughably absurd; ridiculous

To inaccessible {Tn'$k-s8s'a-bal) adj. not obtained easily, if at all; unreachable

KMNOwW

apptise (s-ptiz’) v to give notice to; inform

preternaturally (pré'ter-ndch’ar-sh-8) adv more than naturally; extraordinarily




He had come fo the surface facing down the
strear W1 a moment che visible world seemed to
weheel slowly round, himself the pivoral point,
and he saw the bridge, the fort, the soldiers upon
the bridge, the captain, the sergeant, the two
privates, his executioners. They were iin sil-
houetie against the blue sky. Thev shouted and
gesticulated, pomoing at him. The caprain had
drawn his pistol, but did not fire; the others were
unarmed. Their movements were groresque and
hotrible, their forms gigantic.

Suddenly he heard a sharp report and some-
thing struck:the water sma_rfiy within a few
inches of his head, spat{ering his face with spray.
He heard a second report, and saw one of the i
sentinels with his rifle at his shoulder, a light "
cloud of biue smoke rising from the tnuzzle. The
man in the water saw the eye of the man on the
bridge gazing into his own through the sights of -
the rifle. He observed that it was a gray eye and
remembered having read that gray eyes Were -
Leenest, and that all famods__*m’zirksiﬁen had '
them. Nevertheless, this one had missed.

A counter-swirl had caught Farguhar and turned
bim half round; he was again looking into the
forest on the bank opposite the fort. The sound of
a clear, high voice in a moONotonous singsong NOw
rang out behind him and came across the water
with a distinctness that pierced and subdued all
other sounds, even the beating of the ripples in his
cars: Although no soldier, he had frequented camps
enough.to know the dread significance of that
deliberate, drawling, aspirated chant; the lieutenant
on shore was taking a part in the morning’s work. -
How coldly and pitilessly—with what an even,
calm intonation, presaging,’® and enforang
tranquillity in the men—with what accurately
measured intervals fell those cruel words:

« Attention, company! - . - Shoulder arms! © .
Ready! ... Aim! ... Firel”

Farquhar dived—dived as deeply as he could.
The water roared in his ears like the voice of
Niagara, yet he heard the dulled thunder of the

ﬁerce;ﬁ:imy {par-sép*
of the mind; notice

- P «The officer,”

‘that'miartinet’s'! error-a second time.

volley and, rising again roward the surface, met
shining bits of
oscillating slowly downward. Some of them
couched him on the face and hands, then fell
continuing their descent. One lodged
between his collar and neck: it was uncom-
fortably warm and he snatched it out.

As he rose to the surface, gasping for breath
he saw that he had been a long ume under
water; he was E?{;CEPE:E)IX farther down streg
nearer to safety. The soldiers had almost fir

metal, singularly flatrened,

aWay,

e sunshine as-they. were irawn fro
s; turned-in the aif, and'thre

reloading; the metal ramrods flashed ; La

ocks hé two sentinels fired again; i

dently and ineffectually. 27 '
The/hunted mahi"s_'aw-aii__thzsf e

he was ¢ W-Swimming vigorausly

current. His brain was as encrgetic

and legs; he thought with apidit

heé reasoned, “will

to dodge a volley as a single shot: H
probably already given the command
will. God help me, I cannot dodge ther
An appalling plash within two vard
was followed by a loud, rushing soui
diminuendo,* which seemed to trave
through the air to the fort and'died in
explosion which stirred the very river:
deeps! A rising sheet of water curved o
fell down upon him, blinded him, straf
‘The cannon had taken a hand in the
shook his head free from the commg
smitten water he heard the deflected
humming through the air ahead, and

G

10,
1i.

presaging (pres’fi-ing): predicting.
martinet (mdr tmedt’): strict disciplinaria
demands that regulations.be followed -
diminuendo (d1-min'y&o-€n'dd) Trali
decreasing in loudness.

12,

in a way that can be perceive



