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TOF LATERAL BKACBNG.:

A man stood upon a rallroad bridge in ﬁozt:hem' .
Alabamia, Jooking down into the swift water twenty feet
below. The man’s hands were, behmd hisback, the wrists
bound with a'cord. A rope, closely encircled his. neck. It
was attached f:o'a stout cross-timber abov his head and
the. slack fell to the level of his knees. Somé loose boards
laid upon the slee;;ers»l supporting the metafs of the
railway supplied a footing for him and his executioners—
two private soldiers of the Federal army, directed by a
sergeant who in civil life may have been'a deputy sheriff.
At a short remove upon the same temporary platform
was an officer in the uniform of his rank, armed. He was
a captain. A sentinel at each end of the bridge stood with
his rifle in the position known as “support;” that is to say,
vertical in front of the left shoulder,'the hammer resting
on the forearm thrown straight across the chest—a formal
and unnatural position, enforcing an erect carriage of the
body. It did not appear to be the duty of these two men to
. know what was occurring at the ‘center:of the bridge; they

merely blockaded the two ends of the foot plaﬁkmg that
traversed it _‘ -
_' Beyond otie Of the sentinels nobody i
in sight; the raliroad ran-straight away mto _
a forest for a hundred yards, then, ciirving,
was lost to view. Doubtless there was an
outpost farther along. The other bank of
the stream was open ground—a gentle
acclivity topped with a stockade of
vertical tree trunks, loopholed for
rifles, with a single embrasure
through which protruded the muzzle
of a brass cannon commanding the

1. sleepers: railroad ties.
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Unlon soldiers. From the collections of the Library of Congress.

bridge. Midway of the slope between bridge and
fort were the spectators—a single corpany of
infantry in line, at “parade rest,” the buits of the
rifles on the ground, the barrels inclining slightly
backward against the right shouldes, the hands
crossed upon the stock. A lientenant. stood at .-
the right of the line, the point of his sword u;)on
the ground, his left hand resting upon h1s nght
Excepting the group of four at the center of the
bridge, not a man moved. The company faced
the bridge, staring stonily, motionless. The
sentinels, facing the banks of the stream, might
have been statues to adorn the bndge, The
captain stood with folded arms, silent, observing
the work of his subordinates, but making no
“sign. Death is a dignitary who when he comes

announced 1s to be received with
formal manifestations of respect,
by those most familiar with him
the code of military etiquette siler
and fixity are forms of deferency
The man who was engaged iy
hanged was apparently about t;
five years of age. He was a civj
one might judge from his hab

and each drew away the plank;up{} W
had been standing. The sergeant,
captain, saluted and placed himse
behind that officer, who in turn move
one pace. These movements:leff the
man and the sergeant standing on th
of the same plank, which spa_nzzed th
cross-ties of the bridge. The end upo

‘civilian stood almost, but not qulte

The arrangement commende 1
judgment as simple and effacnve H1

L "subpjrd_inaf_e (se~b6r'dn—T_t_) n.ong Whé fs ]D\)y_ér inrank -




bt been covered nor his eyes bandaged. He
d a moment at his “unsteadfast footing,”
then let his gaze wander
to the swirling water of
the stream racimg madly
beneath his feet. A piece
of dancinddriftWOOd
caught hiS attentlon and -
followad it. down the ¢ cur:ent. How ./
it appeared to move! What a sluggzsl

houghts and
does.the narra-

his eyes in order to ﬁx his last

b upon his wife and children The water, )

lied 1o gold by 1 the early sun, the: brooding
ander the banks at some distance down the
, the fort, the soldiers, the piece of drift-—

thought of his dear ones was a sound which
mild' neither ignore nor uﬁderstand a sharp,

E"C’z‘s mcrﬁ:ased in étrenath and sharpness. They
’ gar 1k¢ :t_he_th,r_ust of a Kknife; he feared”
hriek. What he heard was the ticking

1e unclosed his eyes and saw again the

Water below him. “If I could free my hands,”

e thought, “I might throw off the nocse and

pring into the stream. By diving I could evade the
‘bullets and, swimming vigorously, reach the bank,
fake to the woods and get away home. My home,
thank God, is as yet outside their lines; my wife
-and little ones are still beyond the invader’s
Marthest advance.”

WORDS

As these thoughts, which have here to be set
down in words, were flashed into the doomed
man’s brain rather than
evolved from it the
captain nodded to the
sergeant. The sergeant
stepped aside.

What does the captain’s
nod-mean?

11

“Peyton Farquhar was a well-to-do planter,

“of an old and highly respected Alabama family.
‘Being a slave owner and like other slaye owners
~“a politician he was naturally an original

secessionist’ and ardently devoted to the
Southern cause. Circumstances of an imperious
nature, which it is unnecessary to relate here,
had prevented him from taking service with

the gallant army that had fought the disastrous
campaigns ending with the fall of Corinth,* and
he chafed under the inglorious restraint, longing
for the release of his energies, the larger life of
the soldier, the opportanity for distinction. That
opportunity, he felt, would come, as it comes

to all in war time. Meanwhile he did what he
could. No service was too humble for him to
perform in aid of the South, no adventure too
perilous for him to undertake if consistent with
the character of a civilian who was at heart a
soldier, and who in good faith and without too
much qualification assented to at least a part of -
fl‘;’é”ﬁénklyvﬂldi_ﬁoﬁs dictum that-ailis fair in
love and war. S '

One evening while Farquhar and his wife were
sitting on a rustic bench near the entrance to his
grounds, a gray-clad soldier rode up to the gate
and asked for a drink of warer. Mrs. Farquhar

2. tolling of & death knell: the slow, steady ringing of a bell
at a funeral or to indicare death.
. secessionist (s¥-s¥sh’a-n¥st): one who supported the
withdrawal of Southern states from the Union.
. Corinth: a town in Mississippi that was the site of a Civil
War battle in 1862,

TO evade (T-vad’} v to escape or avoid
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