Unit 4:  A Troubled Young Nation
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Fiction





Hour  






“The Celebrated Jumping-Frog of Calaveras County” by Mark Twain

Standards/Objectives

RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 



elements of a story or drama (e.g. where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 


the characters are introduced and developed).
RL.11-12.3
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 



individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
**This assignment is Evidence #1 for the Unit 4 Fiction quiz.**

(a)  Annotate the short story using SMILES.
(b)  Complete the plot diagram.
(c)  Complete the following comprehension questions on lined paper.  Write in complete sentences and use evidence from the text to support your ideas when necessary.

1.  
Why did the narrator’s friend from the East want him to visit Simon Wheeler?

2.  
Why is the story set in a mining town? What was the historical significance of mining towns 
to the development of the West, and what kind of people did they attract?

3.  
Why do you think Wheeler is so interested in getting people to listen to his tall tales? 
Does 
he just like to hear himself talk, or does he think they can learn something from him?
4.
Why did Jim Smiley give his pets famous political names?
5.  
Why is it significant that Smiley’s animals all seem to have no use or value until Smiley 
finds one? What conclusions can you draw from the fact that despite clear limitations, 
they almost always win? 

6.  
What’s the deal with Smiley’s constant gambling? Is he an addict? If not, what 
satisfaction does it give him? Why do we tend to associate gambling with Westerners?
7.
Why is it ironic when Smiley loses?

8.
What is the significance of the frog race?
9. 
Research:  What is “Local Color Writing,” and why is the use of dialect and slang so important 
to the humor of this story?

10.  
How do you know there are cultural differences between the Eastern and Western regions in 
this story?
