fanning wheat. TTughes was clearing the fanned
whea: from before the fan. Eli was turning, Smoith
was feeding, and T was carrying wheat to the fan.
The work was simple, requiring strength rather
than incellect; vet, to one entirely unused to such
work, it came very hard. Abour three o'clock of
that day, | broke down; my strength failed me;

| was seized with a viclent aching of the head,
artended with extreme dizziness; I trembled in
every limb, Finding what was coming, I nerved
myself up, feeling it would never do to stop work.
I stood as long as I could stagger to the hopper*
with grain. When 1 could stand no longer, T fell,
and felt as if held down by an immense We;gh_t-}_
The fan of course stopped; every one had his own
work to do; and no one could do the work of the
other, and have his own go on at the same time.

Covey was at the house,
about one hundred yards
f} om the treadmg yard where we were fanning.
On hearing the fan stop, he left immediately, and
came to the spot where we were. He hastily
inquired what the matter was. Bill answered that
T was sick, 1nd there was no one to bring wheat
0 the fan. [ had by this time crawled away ‘
under the side of the post and rail-fence by
which the yard was enclosed, hoping to find
relief by getting out of the sun. He then asked
where [ was. He was told by one of the hands.
He came to the spot, and, after looking at me
awhile, asked me what was the matter. T told him
as well as 1 could, for I scarce had strength to
speak, He then gave me a savage kick in the side,
and told me to get up. I tried to do so, but fell
back in the attempt. He gave me another kick,
and again told me to rise. I again tried, and
succeeded in gaining my feet; but, stooping

to get the tub with which I was feeding the fan,

[ again staggered and fell. While down in this
situation, Mr. Covey took up the hickory slat
with which Hughes had been striking off the
half-bushel measure, and with it gave me a
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. fe_e_:b_i'e;'._rr;ade so as much by the kicks an
~which I received, as by the severe fit of 5

making a ia

heavy blow upon the head,
wound, and the blood ran freely: and with oy
again told me to get up. I made no ettor

i comply, having now made up my mind tg |
him do his worst. In a short rime afrer receiy
this blow, my head grew berter. Mr. Covey hg
now lefr me to my fate. At this moment |
resolved, for the first time, 10 g0 10 My maste;
enter a complaint, and ask his protection. In:'
order to do this, I must that afternoon walk
seven miles; and this, under the circumstanc
was truly a severe undertaking. I was exces

£0 which 1 hiad been subjected. I,
‘watched my chance, while Covey wis
in an opposite direction, and staited o
Michael’s. I succeeded in getting a.con
distance.on my way to the woods, whe
discovered me, and called after me to
threatening what he would do if T did
i dmega;ded both his calls and his
made my way to the woods as fastast
state would allow: and thinking T migh
overhauled by him if I kept the road;
through the woods, keeping far encug}
the road to avoid detection, and near
prevent losing my way. | had not gon
my lictle strength again failed me. L cor
farther. I fell down, and lay for a con
time. The blood was vet oozing fromt
on my head. For a time [ thought I's
to death; and think now that I shoul
s0, but that the blood so matted i
stop the wound. After lying there.a
guarters of an hour, I perved mysel
and started on my way, through bo
barefooted and barcheaded, tearin
sometimes at nearly every step; a
journey of about seven miles 06
five hours to perform it, I armive

. fanning wheat: using a chh; _
separate grains of wheat from the

4, hopper: a funnel-shaped confail
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2. 1 then presented an appearance enough to  which meant that he would whip me. | remaipg

store.
affect any but a heart of iron. From the crown of  all night, and, according to his orders, l&tdu:ggg

my head to my feet, I was covered with blood, off to Covey’s in the morning, (Saturday morg
My hair was all clorted with dust and blood; my ing,) wearted in body and broken in spirir, Ig
shire was stiff with blood. My legs and feet were 0o supper that night, or breaktast thar mor
dry places with briers and thorns, and T reached Covey’s about nine o >clock; and jug
were also covered with blood. I suppose 1 [locked T was getting over the fence that divided Mrs,
like a man who had escaped a den of wild beasts, Kemp’s fields from ours, out ran Covey with
and barely escaped them. In this state [ appeared  cowskin, to give me another whipping. Befor
before my master, humbly he could reach me, T succeed
entreating him to (nTErpose lais in getting to the cornfield; a
authority for my protection. [ as the corn was very high i ‘
told him all the circumstances as afforded me the means
well as I could, and it seemed, as hiding. He seemed very:
1 spoke, at times to affect him.
He would then walk the floos,
and seek to justﬁy Covey Dy
saying he expected I deserved it.
He asked me what 1 wanted. I
told him, to let me get a new
home; that as sure as I lived with
Mr. Covey again, 1 should live
with but to die with him; that
Covey would surely kill me; he
was in a fair way for it. Master
Thomas ridiculed the idea that-
there was any danger of Mr
Covey’s killing me, and said that
he knew Mr. Covey; that he was -
a good man, and that he could_.
not think of- takmg me from him; :
that, should he do so, he Would_'_
lose the whole vear’s wages; that =
I belonged to Mr. Coyey for one
year, and that [ must go back to
him, come what might; and that T Mmust not.
trouble him with any more stories, or that he
would himself get bold of me. After threatering
me thus, e gave me a very. targe dose of salts,®
telling me that I might remain in St. Michaels
that night, (it being quite late,) but that I must _ R
be off back to Mr. Covey’s e&rly in the morning; 5. salts: mineral salts used to reheve famtness an
and that if 1 did not, he would get bold of me, or reduce swelling. L

TOTT i S

. come home for
eat; he would gi
_ further trouble in lo;
me: I spent that da
in the woods,, having tk
alternative before mey
' ._home and be Whlppe_ 0
. or'stay.in the woods and
; _.starved to death. That'ni
' .':I fell in with Sandy Jenki
Ca slave with Whom I was

" on his way to see her.
my mrcumstances and he very kindly |
to'go home with him. I went home ‘with hi
'_and talked this whole matter over, and go
'_’_aéwce as to what course it was, ‘best for
pursue. 1 found Sandy an old admser He

sundry (sun dre) adj vanous m|scellaneeus -
ose {1 n ter—poz ) v to mterfere in ordE{ 10, he!p, ntervene -




