An engraving of Phillis Wheatley. Rep_r;;duccd_ fﬁqm
the collections of thie Library of Congress. - ="

received your obliging kind epistle,! and am greatly
ut reasons respecting the negroes, and think highly
e'what you offer in vindication of their natural rights:
that invade them cannot be insensible? that the divine light is
g away the thick darkness which broods over the land of
and the chaos which has reigned so long, is converting into
tiful order, and reveals more and more clearly the glorious

 tpistle: lerrar,

; tsensible: unaware,

ﬁi“’ﬁ?e light . . . Africa: Wheatley is referring to the spread of Christianity
to areas of Africa where it had not been practiced.
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dispensation of civil and religious liberty, which are so inseparabiy
anited, that there is little or no enjoyment of one without the other:
Otherwise, perhaps, the Israelites had been less solicitous for their
freedom from Egyptian slavery;* I do not say they would have been
contented without it, by no means; for in every human breast God
has implanted a principie, which we call love of freedom; it 13
impatient of oppression, and pants for deliverance; and by the leave
of our modern Egyptians’ I will assert, that the same principle lives
in us. God grant deliverance in his own way and time, and get him
honor upon all those whose avarice impels them to countenance and
help forward the calamities of their fellow creatures. This 1 desire 1
- for their:hurt, but to convince them of the strange absurdity of th
conduct, whose words and actions are'so"fd_ia_metrically opposite
' How well the cry. for liberty, and the reverse disposition for the
exercise of oppressive power over others agree—I humbly think

does not require the penetration® of a ohilosopher to determit
__ quire the pene philosopher to deten

At

4. Tsraclites . . . Egyptian slavery: a biblical allusion to the enslaved jev}}s who
weie led out of Egypt by Moses sometime berween 1300 and 1200 B.C.7:
5. modern Egyptians: this comparison refers to the owners of enslaved African

-, 6. penetration: understanding; insight.

_ FRom PERSONAL RESPOWSE 70 CRITICAL ANALYSIS

REFLECT 1 What §%hgle word Wou!_d"-yo'u' :u_s;:e to describe Wheatley's 'iétﬁer?’_Sh'ére this word with
: S your classmates. B N R
RETHINKI-_-Z" 2. Paraphrase the iast sentenié-éi-’{h;_:'letter,' which begins, “How well the cry. .. .°
- You could begin such a paraphrase with "It doesn't take a rocket scientist. . . .”
3, In your own words, explain the case that Wheatley makes against slavery.

“.Consider L - IR :

i Afriea

» what shesays is*hapy}:u;ug in Africa : -
- e wihiat relationship she sees between civil and religious fiberty
« Wwhat she claims God has ,done__and what she hopes he will do




